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This first Sunday in Advent, we focus on hope. So, 

let’s start by looking at what we mean by hope. What 

statements do you typically hear people make that 

involve hope?  (I hope it doesn’t rain, I hope I get the 

job, I hope the world will be at peace, I hope he gets 

better, I hope she shows up - or doesn’t show… 

Do you notice a theme? Worldly hope is 

characterized by doubt, uncertainty, and a lack of 

control. We hope for things that may or may not 

happen. But in Jesus, hope is a guarantee, a sure 

thing. So as we  unwrap this gift of hope we will be 

looking Old (Isaiah) and New  Testaments (Luke & 

Romans) to discover how  Jesus brings hope for 

yesterday, today, present, and hope future as we 

journey toward Christmas. 

I. Jesus: The Promise of Hope -Yesterday 

(Isaiah 7:14; 9:6) 

 Spiritually Essential Hope - As Isaiah make this 

prophecy – King Ahaz was facing a battle he 

couldn’t win so God gave him the privilege to ask 

for a sign – but he in his pride refused  So God 

said I will give you a sign of salvation – a virgin 

will be with child – a God-man – that was 

promised ever since fall of man that brought sin  

to the world (Gen 3:15) We needed God to be 

with us (Immanuel) -   so we can have the sure 

hope of being with Him. 

I’m sure you’ve seen the classic TV special A Charlie 

Brown Christmas. It’s been airing since 1965. When 

Charlie Brown wonders aloud what Christmas is 

really about, Linus recites Luke 2:8–14. the passage 

in one of the most moving scenes in television 

history. In those words, Charlie Brown finds hope 

and realizes that  Christmas is the celebration of the 

Birth of Jesus Christ - The One who came to save us 

from our sins. He goes from depressed by the season 

to inspired by it. He goes from an inward focus of 

questioning to an outward focus of sharing the 

season with others.  

 The Gift Of Hope: Jesus, Hope for Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow  — Scriptures: Isaiah 7:14,9:16; Luke 

1:26—38; Rom 8:24—25    
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 Scripturally Verifiable Hope –  Again 700 years before 

His Birth, Isaiah gives us the assurance – even from 

eternity past that Jesus has come. O beloved you can 

trust the Word of God. If the Lord said it, you can count 

on it – He will do just what He said. You can’t trust the 

weatherman, money, some church folks or even some 

pastors. But you can trust and put your hopes – for life 

and even your eternity on the Solid Rock of the Word of 

God – Because it is all about Our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ – that gives us hope no matter how dark 

our situation is – For He is the Living Word, the Bread 

of Life sent down from glory …Jesus the Living Word. 

 Supernaturally Undeniable Hope  – In life I have seen 

some impossible things – But God, and only God can 

cause a virgin to have a child (I don’t have to explain 

that one, do I?) In other words. We can have hope for 

yesterday, because the God we serve can and will do the 

Impossible. All I am trying to say to you, is that if God 

did it before – He can and will do it again. He promised 

to send His  Son – Jesus whose nicknames are 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

How does knowing the testimony in Scripture of  God’s  works    

for others help you to have hope?. 

II. Jesus: The Present Hope (Today) (Luke 1:30 –38) 

 Personal Hope – You (vv. 30, 35) - Note in the Angel’s  

announcement to Mary there number of times the 

pronoun “you” is listed. What lets us know is that we 

can have hope for today in Jesus and that hope is 

personal. Immanuel means God is with – not simply out 

there somewhere. In other religions we have to do many 

things to get to God, but in Christianity, God sacrifices 

to come to us – personally! God doesn’t just love and 

care about the world – but He loves and cares about you 

on a personal basis.   

 Particular/Peculiar Hope – Him (vv. 31 -35) – Note 

that this announcement to Mary is all about Jesus, the 

Son of God - the child that is the King and the Saviour. 

O beloved, when you make your life solely focused on 

you, on your plans, your purpose you will lose hope. But 

when you put you hopes in Jesus – you will have 

strength and assurance for today. That’s for me and this 

church – our hopes are built on nothing less than  Jesus. 
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 Powerful Hope – God (vv. 34 – 35, 37) – Note also 

in this announcement that One who will bring to 

pass this promise of hope will not be man but God. 

You see while man has created some great things – 

Only God can do the impossible. In other words, 

when things look impossible from man’s perspective, 

that’s when the Lord steps in and makes the 

impossible, possible. God brought life (John the 

Baptist) while her womb as old and as good as dead, 

he is bringing life from Mary’s womb – even though 

it empty. whether your situation looks dead or empty 

you can have hope that God will make a way. 

How does knowing that the Great God of heaven takes a 

personal interest in you give you Hope for the issues you are 

facing today?  

 Jesus: The Perpetual Hope (Tomorrow) (Romans 

8:24–25) 

 Exciting Hope of Jesus’ Salvation – Paul points us 

to a glorious hope of A future salvation in Christ. 

When was I kid, we used to wait for the mailman to 

deliver the Sears Christmas Catalog. And we would 

thumb through the catalog, and “claim” the things 

we wanted in catalog – even though we would have 

little or no hope of getting it. O but in Christ – the 

salvation we have been promised in God’s Catalog – 

the Word of God – we have the sure hope of 

receiving everything He has promised (Healing, 

Eternal life, Riches, Crowns, a new Home and a new 

body) The hope of Christ makes the Christian life – 

exciting!!!! 

 Expecting Hope for Jesus’ Salvation - I love Uber. 

When I first came to Harrisburg, I called a cab – and 

the dispatcher told me the cab would be there in an 

hour (Man, I could walk there in an hour) But with 

Uber, you can set up your ride and it’ll be there in 3 

– 5 min. And, here’s the good part, you can track the 

location of the driver that’s coming to get you. O 

beloved when you look at the world (even the evil 

and painful things) through prism of God’s Word 

you can see that the Lord’s Coming is closer than 

ever before. Jesus said in Luke 21, that when you see 

the trouble in the world increasing, know that our 

Jesus, redemption is drawing nigh…  

 Encouraging Hope in Jesus’ Salvation – Finally, 

Paul says that this hope in the salvation Jesus brings 

– no matter what we are going through, or how long 

it takes – the Salvation that Jesus has for us – what 

we build our hopes on is worth waiting for. Too 

many Christians believe that hope is wishing for 

something you are never going to get.  

But in Christ the hope we have is sure, steadfast and so 

not matter how long it takes and what we may have to 

go through in this life, we can be patient, in trial, 

patient in tribulation, patient with the people in the 

church and the people in our lives   - putting our hopes 

in One who restores and make all things new.  

My mom loved to watch the Soap Opera’s (The “Stories” 

as she used to call them) One of the Shows was the Days of 

Our Lives  

One of the couples on the show was Bo Brady and Hope 

Williams. There was an episode in which Bo was severely 

injured and ended up in a coma. As Bo lay in the hospital, 

Hope sat by his side praying and telling him how she 

couldn’t live without him  

Miraculously, Bo woke up before the end of the show. It 

shocked everyone because the doctors said he wouldn’t 

make it. As everyone celebrated, Bo was asked what 

brought him back. Bo said he wanted to give up and throw 

in the towel, but he couldn’t, because Hope wouldn’t let 

him go!!! 

And Beloved, In Jesus Christ that have hope that refused 

to let us go into sin eternal damnation: 

He came for heaven – born in a manger to give us hope for 

yesterday 

He died on the Cross for our sins – shed His Blood to 

forgive our sins to give us hope for today  

He rose from the grave to give us power and hope for the 

tomorrow. This hope will never let you go – so we should 

never let go of our hope in Jesus Christ!   

 How has knowledge that the Sacrifice of Jesus covers 

our past sins and shortcomings given you hope for the 

present? 

 What are some things that you need Jesus to hep you 

with so that you can experience the Gift of hope this 

Christmas/Advent season?  

 What are some ways that yon can share the Gift of 

Christmas Hope in Jesus Christ with your family  and 

those around you?  

  

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:  


