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SRMBC Family Bible Study 

Revelation - The Triumph of God 
May 29, 2019 

Reverend Thomas A. Keys, Pastor 

Lesson 5: The Beautiful Wrath of God Revelation 6 

Judgment is not something we normally long for. But if we are suffering unjustly in an evil social 

system, God’s judgment—far from being a dreaded prospect—is our only hope. Like a wood plane 

that is used against the grain rather than with it, so wrath is how people opposing the rule of God 

will hopefully experience His grace. 

Group Discussion. As you approach the subject of God’s wrath, what thoughts and feelings do 

you have? 

Five Truths About the Wrath of God 

1. God’s Wrath Is Just. God’s wrath is in perfect accord with God’s justice and is in 

proportion to human sinfulness (Romans 2:5).  

2. God’s Wrath Is To Be Feared.  All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory (Romans 

3:23). His holiness demands eternal punishment apart from Christ (Matthew 25:46). 

3. God’s Wrath Is Consistent In The Old And New Testaments. We find descriptions of 

the wrath of God in both the Old (Jeremiah 30:23, Nahum 1:2) and New Testaments 

(Romans 1:18, Revelation 19:15). 

4. God’s Wrath Is His Love In Action Against Sin. God must act justly and judge sin 

otherwise God would not be God. God’s love for his glory motivates His wrath against sin. 

5. God’s Wrath Is Satisfied In Christ.    Because of Christ’s enduring God’s wrath on the 

Cross, God can rightly call sinners justified (Romans 3:26). 

Read Revelation 6 

1. Summarize the events during the first four seals (vv. 1-8). What would it be like to see each 

of the four horses and riders? 

 

Seals 1 – 4  Summary  

A White Horse – Conquering  Rulers and Nations in a “Crab/WrestleMania   

Mentality” One Kingdom Conquering one 

another  

A Red Horse – War  Influence of people to make war with one 

another  

A Black Horse – Famine  A dire shortage of food and sustenance - to go 

around – only the rich have access 

A Pale Horse – Death  A “Cocktail” of Judgements war, famine, 

sickness/disease and attacks from wild 

animals.  
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It would be an awesome sight to behold to see these horses –  Fearfulness to see the wrath 

afflicted on God’s Creation; Hopefulness that some in facing the wrath of God would turn to Him 

in faith and repentance; Gratefulness that I am safe from that wrath through Christ. 

2. What happens when the fifth and sixth seals are opened (vv. 9-17)? 

 

John intends to us to see that the victory that God accomplished on the cross of Christ can extend 

to the martyrs, turning a violent death into a sacrificial offering. 

The point of their cry is not personal vengeance for what has been done to them but the need for 

their faith to be vindicated in the final putdown of evil in the full reign of Christ 

 

3. Which of the Seven seals seem to be “normal” hard times, and which suggest something 

more final (compare vv. 1-8 with vv. 12-14)? 

 

 

 

 

Indeed, all six seals show that there is nothing that has happened or will that cannot be woven 

into God’s good and gracious purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 5th Seal - The Martyrs  

• The Souls of the Martyrs are shown 

• The Cry of the Martyrs  

• The White Robe of the Martyrs  

• The Promise to the Martyrs 

 

The 6th Seal  - Cosmic Disturbances   

• Earthquakes/Natural Disasters 

• Sun and moon darkened  

• The Stars fall from the Sky -  

• The Sky and Earth shaken and moved out of 

place 

“Normal” Hard Times? More “Final” Times? 
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4. How do you respond to the principle that all this is happening at the permission of God 

(“come” v. 1 and “was given” vv. 4, 8, 11)? 

Verses  Remarks  

v. 1 “Come and see.” God’s Word and Will is settled in heaven.  

v. 4 it was granted to the one who sat 

on it to take peace from the earth, and 

that people should kill one another;  

Even war and the sins people commit against 

one another God is in control.  

v. 8 And power was given to them over 

a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, 

with hunger, with death, and by the 

beasts of the earth. 

Everyone’s lives are in the Hands of the Lord  - 

He knows how much time each of us has.  

v. 11 Then a white robe was given to 

each of them 

At the end of the day – no matter how rough 

things – get it is all working,  

 

5. How does the experience of the saints (vv. 9-11) contrast with that of the unbelievers (vv. 15-

17) as they anticipate the impending wrath of God? 

 

Saints – (6:9 -11) The Saints/Martyrs look forward to wrath of God to deal with 

sinners/Unbelievers and to identify their fellow – Believers/Saints. What evidence if any do 

you see of this contrast among people today? 

 

Unbelievers – (6:15 – 17) The Unbelievers look forward with dread to wrath of God. Instead 

of responding in repentance and a plea for mercy and forgiveness – attempt to hide from 

God The “wrath of the Lamb” is a deliberate paradox.  

 

6. What evidence if any do you see of this contrast among people today? 

 

• Saints/Faithful Believers: Staying with the Lord and the work of the ministry and the 

Gospel of Christ – despite the hard times. 

 

• Unbelievers: Guilty running from the justice and mercy of God.  Wiling to face death 

rather than repent. 

 

7. What evidence is there that these terrible events are an outworking of the rejection and 

crucifixion of Jesus the Messiah? 

 

• The Fact that the unbelievers Attempt to hide from God rather than Repent. 

 

• The unbeliever's cry out specifically to hide from the “Wrath of the Lamb” 

 

• Like in the OT Pharaoh and the Egyptians rejection of God resulted in plagues of 

God’s Judgment (The Lamb’s blood covered God’s People. 
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• The phrase “Him who sits on the throne” is a reference to God. These verses tell us 

the wrath of God and the wrath of the Lamb are one and the same. 

 

8. What comforts you when you imagine facing the Lord’s judgment (cf. I Thess. 5:9; I John 

4:17 – 19)? 

 

• All my sins and shortcomings have been removed addressed by Jesus.  

• Even when things are their worst in the world, I know I will be safe in Christ. 

• Even the wrath of God is part of God’s purpose in His redemptive plan. 

• The Lord has rewards, and an eternal place for me in Heaven. 

• Because of Jesus, I can look forward to standing at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

Ask God to make you ready to face hard times that may come your way, with faith and confidence. 

 

Keys For Living 
 

The wrath of God is His just and righteousness reaction to sin, moral evil and unrighteousness. 

God must act justly and judge sin, otherwise God would not be God 

 

The only thing equal to the Awesome and Righteous Wrath of God is the All – Sufficient, Sacrificial 

Love of God. The wrath and love of God are seen perfectly at The Cross.  

 

When we are in Christ, we have the assurance of not facing the Great Tribulation and confidence 

to stand before the Lord at the judgement.  
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