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We are continuing in our Sermon Series, The Hope 

of Easter – from The Gospel of Luke. Luke covers 

Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection.  In Luke 24, 

Jesus has been crucified and although He told His 

disciples that He would be arrested, crucified but 

would rise from dead 3 days later, but they had 

trouble believing it. 

After Jesus was crucified it seemed all hope was lost. 

Yet the women find the tomb empty, with angels 

shouting that Jesus is Risen, to give them hope in a 

hopeless time. On this Resurrection Sunday, I want  

us  to see from this Scripture the Witness, the 

Word and the Wonder of Jesus: The Risen Hope  

  The Witness of Hope (vv. 1 – 6a)  

 Witness of Unexpected Hope The women 

brought spices expecting to anoint the dead 

body of Jesus. However, when the women got 

there, they discovered the stone rolled away and 

the grave empty. 2 things here: 1) There is 

nothing men can do to stop God’s plans. 2) Even 

in the darkest of times, if we have the faith to 

keep moving toward Jesus, He will do the 

unexpected.  

I know this is Easter Sunday – but I am reminded 

about how on Christmas Eve all the kids in our 

house has trouble going to sleep. Christmas Eve 

seemed like the longest night ever, because of the 

gifts we were hoping to receive and play with on 

Christmas day – gifts that we knew our parents had 

already bought. It reminded me because that what 

Easter is. It is the realization of the hope that God 

had promised in sending His Son Jesus to save us 

from our sins.    

The hope started with the Cradle of Christ; Leading 

to the Cross of Christ; And then the Resurrection of 

Christ where He rose from grave 3 days later with 

all power. If you have hope in the Resurrected and 

Returning Christ – give God praise right where you 

are … 
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 Witness Of Undeniable Hope  – When the women got 

to the tomb, they saw something amazing and 

undeniable. The stone rolled away – and the grave 

empty.  The women saw the tomb empty – on the 3rd 

day just as Jesus had said. The Stone rolled away (Not 

so Jesus could get out – but so we could get in …) and 2 

angels from heaven appear to verify and reassure their 

hope and ours.  The resurrection is the hope we need in 

this life and for the life to come – that is undeniable – 

the Scriptures proclaim it, the witnesses died for it and 

we are saved by it  

 Witness of Unending Hope – O, I love what the angels 

said to the women “Why are you looking for the living 

among the dead?” (that’s like saying “Why are you 

looking for Big Mac at KFC?”). In other words, there is 

great hope – because Jesus is not dead, but He is alive!!! 

He is not here - But He is risen. Note the point, He is 

risen! Not that He has risen or was risen - but He is 

risen meaning that Jesus being alive is present and 

permanent. And as long as He is alive – there is always 

hope for today and even brighter hope for tomorrow. He 

lives, Christ Jesus lives today and everyday… 

II. The Word of Hope (vv. 6b – 8) 

 Personal Word of Hope – Note that the women were 

told by the Angels “Remember how he spoke to you… 

Listen, while the Gospel is for the world, it is also an 

individual/personal Word to you.  All I am trying to say 

to you is that Jesus loves you, cares for you, and He will 

come and see about you personally. That why the Word 

tells us to cast our cares upon Him for He cares for us (I 

Pet. 5:7) O, if you need some hope might I suggest you 

have a little talk with Jesus, tell Him all about your 

troubles. Just a little talk with Jesus will make it 

alright… 

 Prophetic Word of Hope – The Angels didn’t make up 

anything new – but simply verified what God had 

already said in His Word.) Jesus death and resurrection 

was the plan of God from even before the foundation of 

the world. He knew that we would need a Saviour to die 

in our place and be raised for our justification. Someone 

today may feel hopeless because of your sins, 

shortcoming or mistakes. Beloved God already knows 

about it and has provided forgiveness for you – receive it 

and find  hope in His Word. 
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 Purposeful/Powerful Word of Hope – When they 

heard the Angels message, they remembered Jesus’ 

Words and that Word gave them unrestrained hope. 

That’s why at SRMBC we are committed to be a 

“Word” Church. And we determined to God and to 

you to preach nothing but the unadulterated, pure, 

gun-barrel straight Word of the Living God. The is 

purposeful and powerful – the Word saves, heals, 

lifts you out of depression, provides for your needs, 

heals and delivers, gives us hope for eternal life. That 

why the Psalmist writes  in Ps. 119;105, “Thy Word 

is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path…” 

III.  The Wonder Of Hope (vv. 33 – 36)  

 Wonder Of Singular Hope – Sadly in some of the 

biggest churches, the message of Jesus, His Cross 

and resurrection is not the message of Hope that is 

being shared. O, but when the women met with the 

disciples on Resurrection Morning even though  

coming from different places, all had the same 

testimony. That’s what I love about Church, where 

we can hear testimonies of how Jesus worked in our 

lives to bring us salvation. That’s why we preach 

Jesus, praise Jesus, promote Jesus – It’s not about 

you, me or us – but hope is all about Jesus… 

 Wonder Of Supernatural Hope – Jesus, Risen and 

glorified – appears in the midst of the disciples while 

they are testifying of Him. 2 points here 1) Jesus is 

greater than locked doors, Corona Viruses, unbelief 

and even Satan himself – He will come see about 2) 

Jesus promised that when 2 or 3 gather in His Name 

He would be in the midst (Mt. 18:20).  Jesus shows 

that He has the supernatural power to change the 

drug addict, the alcoholic, the fornicator, the liar, 

thief, the helpless and hopeless – and give them/us 

hope.   

 Wonder Of Sustaining Hope – I love how the 1st 

thing the Risen Christ says to His disciples “Peace 

To You…” O, beloved if there is anything we need to 

sustain us in these troubling times Peace (Peace is 

not the absence of trouble, but hope in the midst of 

it…)  Jesus’ resurrection assures us of Peace with 

God – sins forgiven, right relationship with Him. 

And the Peace of God, His Peace a peace that passes 

all understanding (even in the midst of a global 

pandemic) and guards our hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. If you are struggling today, as the songwriter 

claimed – Ask the Saviour to help you, comfort 

strengthen and keep you He is willing aid you – He 

will carry you through... 

 

In 1985 Anthony Ray Hinton was charged with the 

murders of two restaurant managers. It was a set up—he’d 

been miles away when the crimes happened—but he was 

found guilty and sentenced to death. At the trial, Ray 

forgave those who lied about him, adding that he still had 

joy despite this injustice. “After my death, I’m going to 

heaven,” he said. “Where are you going?” 

Finally, on Good Friday 2015, Ray’s conviction was 

overturned by the US Supreme Court. He’d been on death 

row for nearly thirty years. His life is a testament to the 

reality of God. Because of his faith in Jesus, Ray had a hope 

beyond his trials (1 Peter 1:3–5) and experienced 

supernatural joy in the face of injustice (v. 8). “This joy 

that I have,” Ray said after his release, “they couldn’t ever 

take that away in prison.” Such joy proved his faith to be 

genuine (vv. 7–8). 

Death row joy? That’s what Jesus had when He went to 

Cross: 

 The Joy of obeying His Father  

 The Joy of providing the forgiveness of Sins by His 

death 

 The Joy of Rising from the Grave to be our Hope of 

Eternal Life! 

That’s why despite what’s going on My Hope id built on 

nothing less – Than Jesus blood and righteousness – On 

Christ the Solid Rock I stand…If you are lacking hope 

today – put your trust in Jesus – The Risen Hope!  

 When have you experienced a time when your sadness 

turned to joy? 

 What does Jesus' resurrection mean to you personally? 

Mention one or two specific things. 

 Today we reach the end of the journey to Jerusalem. 

Are you ready to continue the journey from Jerusalem, 

as you take the gospel to others?  

 What might that look like over the next few days, 

weeks, months and years? 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:  


