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We are continuing our sermon series on the Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians. The Book of Ephesians 

contains so many of the basics of the Christian life - I 

call it “The Christian’s Owners’ Manual. The 

Ephesian church was a good church – making a 

difference and impact for the Gospel in the Roman 

Province of Ephesus. And beloved as we stated last 

time, that is what the Lord desires for us 

individually and the Solid Rock Church in totality.  

In the last sermon, the Apostle Paul greeted these 

Ephesian believers as saints and as saints – he takes 

the beginning verses to let them know and to let us 

know what we have in Christ. But as we continue in 

chapter 1, Paul after telling them all they have in 

Christ, he lets them know that he praying for them  - 

that with everything they have, Paul is pleading for 

God to give them what they need in Christ. Do you 

know what you need? Well, in this message – by 

the grace of God, He’s going to tell us …    

I remember the very 1st car I bought while 

stationed at Ft Bliss in El Paso Tx in 1981. It was a 

yellow 1979 Regal coupe. It was sharp, power 

steering, AT, Landau roof and completer with AM-

FM Radio and an 8-track tape player! As I drove 

my “bachelor ride of the lot. I stopped to get gas, 

but I could not find the gas tank. I was standing 

bewildered when this little old lady sauntered up to  

me and went to back of the car and pulled down the 

license plate – revealing where the gas tank was.  

My point is that while I had a nice car, that ran 

well, but I still needed things that were important- 

even critical.  And beloved, while we all have 

spiritual blessing in Christ that we can never lose, 

so many of us are not finding the victory and joy 

that God has for us because we don’t or don’t know 

what we need the Father has provided for us.  Ask 

your Neighbor, “Do you know what you Need?“   
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INTRODUCTION  

SERMON POINTS  

I. Specific Request(s) To God  (vv. 15 – 16)   

The Apostle Paul, as loving father, pastor, overseer of this 

wonderful church, looks to God in prayer to give this 

fledgling church some specific things  they need and we 

need to live and to prosper in their walk with the Lord in 

this evil world. And beloved if we are going to has success 

and victory in this life as we are on our way to the – God 

has given us an open door to pray and make specific 

requests to Him. 

 We need to pray in faith in the Lord Jesus. 

 We need to pray with thanksgiving. 

 We need to pray specifically and confidently. 

The Knowledge of being chosen not by our works over 

looking our faults – even before the foundation of the 

World! 

II. Spiritual Relationship With God (v. 17)  

Paul prays that God would give them a spirit of wisdom 

and Revelation and in the knowledge of Him. In other 

words, as the NIV puts it that “...so that you may know 

Him better” O, beloved the better you know God, the 

better you will be able to know and walk in His wisdom – 

to make better decisions and to see every trial, any trouble 

and even every blessing from God’s view point. If you 

want to be in relationship with someone, you got to get to 

know them.  

 You can get to know the Lord, in prayer (talking 

and listening to Him)  

 You can get to know the Lord through His 

Word. (Bible Reading Plans, Devotionals)  

 You can get to know Him through worship and 

service. (This is why being a part of the local 

Church is so important.)    

A Christian can come to church for years and only know 

about God. True knowledge of God requires a two-way 

conversation. Many Christians say they want to know 

God but don’t put the effort in to do so. O beloved when 

we draw nigh to God to know him better, he has promised 

to draw near to us and reveal more of His glory, more of 

power and even more His Spirit in us and through us. Just 

to know Him, Jesus Christ the Son of the Living God … 
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 Special Revelation in God  (v. 18)   

Paul goes on to pray that we would have the eyes – not 

of the physical sight, but eyes of our hearts be open to 

the awesome power, purpose and provision we have in 

Christ – for every believer. In the move Ray – when he 

first had coffee with Della Bee, he demonstrated that 

even though he was blind his other sense were 

heightened so he could recognize things others who 

could see would normally miss (like that hummingbird 

outside the window…)  

In the same way, there are things God has for us that 

we may miss unless we see things with our “spiritual 

eyes”. In this time of hardship and uncertainty, 

believers in Christ still have hope in our calling – that 

God will make sure that we will accomplish all He 

destined us to do and be  

THERE’S nothing worse than a man who becomes a 

millionaire who doesn’t understand the ramifications of 

his wealth, and who still lives like a pauper. And there’s 

nothing worse than Christians, who have been made 

spiritual millionaires, living like spiritual paupers. 

Beloved, we need to see ourselves, not in prideful way 

but in a confident way, as kings and priests, God’s own 

special people in the earth ( I Pet 2:9).  

IV. Supernatural Resources From God (vv. 19 – 20)  

If we only knew the power that we have – the 

exceeding great power from God toward us – you and 

I in Christ, we could boldly face anything and be 

victorious. We need to know that power that raised 

Jesus from the dead is in you – it’s in you and all over 

you. There is power to live right, power to talk right, 

power to do right – to be free from cussin’, from 

fornicating, free from low self – esteem – even power 

to forgive our enemies. We need to know we have 

power and confidence to call down miracles from 

heaven and give glory to God. 

God is calling us to know that we can walk in the 

exceeding great power so that His church – We His 

people to walk, live, sing, preach, serve with a power 

that lets the world that there is no greater power in the 

earth than His Church – that’s filled with His power. 

All we need do is to ask the Lord as Jesus commanded 

in Luke 11:13 – That we can ask the Father to Give us 

the Holy Spirit and His Power … 

DURING the Civil War, it was legal for a man who 

wanted to stay out of the army of the North to pay 

someone to fulfill his draft obligations. There was a man 

named Mr. Pratt who paid Mr. White to go fight a battle 

in the Civil War for him.   

Mr. Pratt was redrafted. Mr. Pratt then took the 

agreement between himself and Mr. White to the draft 

board and told them that the second draft was invalid and 

ineffective because he “died” in Mr. White who had gone to 

war in his place. 

In the same way, you and I  can say, “Jesus Christ has 

already died in my place. You can’t redraft me to that old 

life anymore. You can’t take me back to that old way of 

thinking anymore. The payment has already been paid.” 

Jesus Christ fulfills our greatest need... 

 If our greatest need had been information, 

 God would have sent us an educator; 

 If our greatest need had been technology, 

 God would have sent us a scientist; 

 If our greatest need had been money, 

 God would have sent us an economist; 

 If our greatest need had been pleasure, 

 God would have sent us an entertainer; 

 But our greatest need was forgiveness, 

So God sent us a Saviour. Who died for us, rose for us , 

intercedes for me provides for us everything we need … 

Do you know what you need? It’s Jesus… 

 Do you have a greater sense of who you are in Christ? 

How does this passage help your understanding of 

who and whose your are?  

 What are some changes in your life you’ll need to  

make in order to know God better?  

 Which areas of your walk with the Lord do you need 

to see more of God’s power?  

 How does looking forward to our future inheritance in 

Christ help in our Christian Life today?   

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:  


