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SRMBC FAMILY BIBLE STUDY

SRMBC 1ST & 2ND QTR BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE 
Date Lesson Title Scripture

1/10/2018 Good News from God Romans 1:1 -17 

1/24/2018 The Wrath of God Romans 1:18 - 32

1/31/2018 The Judgment of God Romans 2 

4/11/2018 The Verdict Romans 3:1 – 20 

4/18/2018 The Righteousness from God Romans 3:21 – 31 

4/25/2018 The Example of Abraham Romans 4 

5/2/2018 Reasons to Rejoice Romans 5 

5/9/2018 New Life, New Lifestyle Romans 6:1 – 7:6

5/16/2018 Our Struggle with Sin Romans 7:7 – 25 

5/23/2018 The Spirit Brings Life Romans 8 

5/30/2018 The Potter & His Clay Romans 9 

6/6/2018 Misguided Zeal Romans 10 

6/13/2018 The Future of Israel Romans 11

6/20/2018 Living As Living Sacrifices Romans 12 

6/27/2018 Submitting to Authorities Romans 13 - 14

7/11/2018 Brothers & Sisters in Christ Romans 15 - 16
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SRMBC FAMILY BIBLE STUDY

Romans: A New Lifestyle: 

Lesson 5: The Righteousness

from God

Romans 3:21 – 31

The Apostle Paul – The Letter to the Romans 
• Author: Romans 1:1 identifies the author of the Book

of Romans as the apostle Paul.

• Date of Writing: The Book of Romans was likely

written A.D. 56-58.

• Purpose of Writing: His purpose in writing was to

proclaim Jesus Christ by teaching doctrine and

edify and encourage the believers.

The Book Of Romans Tells Us:

• About God, who He is and what He has done.

• It tells us of Jesus Christ, what His death and

resurrection accomplished.

• It tells us about ourselves, what we were like without

Christ and who we are after trusting in Christ.
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Group Discussion:

Describe some of the thoughts and feelings you might have if you were

on trial for committing a serious crime — and you knew you were guilty.

• I guess it would depend on the loved one who was on trial – for some I

might be tempted to comprise the mercy and really let them have more

“Justice”.

• If it was somebody I really loved – I would really be tempted to

compromise my justice – to cut my loved one some slack.

• Compromising justice or love is not true righteousness – If fact, we

complain when ever justice or mercy is not equally applied to everyone.

Justice For All? 

Lady Justice is an allegorical personification of 
the moral force in judicial systems. Her attributes 
are a blindfold, a balance, and a sword.

• Blindfold - Represents impartiality, the ideal 
that justice should be applied without regard 
to wealth, power, or other status.

• Scales - represent the weighing of evidence, 
and the scales lack a foundation in order to 
signify that evidence should stand on its own.

• Sword - represented authority in ancient 
times, and conveys the idea that justice can 
be swift and final.
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Romans 3:21- 25 (NLT)

21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him 
without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in the 
writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 

22 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. 
And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.

23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard. 

24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this 
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 

25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, 
shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when 
he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 

Romans 3:26-29 (NLT)

26 for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would 
do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners 
right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted 
by God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the 
law. It is based on faith. 

28 So we are made right with God through faith and not by obeying 
the law.

29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of 
the Gentiles? Of course, he is. 
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Romans 3:30 – 31  (NLT)

30 There is only one God, and he makes people right with 
himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.

31 Well then, if we emphasize faith, does this mean that we 
can forget about the law? Of course not! In fact, only when 
we have faith do we truly fulfill the law.

1. How is the righteousness from God (3:21 – 24) different from righteousness

by law (2:5 – 13)?

Righteousness for the Law

• When we fail to keep it – there’s punishment stored up (ticket in the mail 

after you’ve run the red light).

• It is based on our deeds – we need to keep all of it.

• Hearing the Law is not enough – we need to do it and it applies to 

everyone.

Righteousness From God

• It is apart from the Law – which was already proclaimed as the plan.

• It is given by faith in Jesus Christ – in what He has done.

• It is free – the price of redemption is already paid by Jesus.

• The wrath against Sin that we deserve – Jesus took for us.

• Our past – no matter what is, covered – a clean slate.
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2. Why is our justification remarkable, given the background of Romans 1:18—

3:20?

Justified/Justification - 1. to render righteous. 2. to show, exhibit, evince, 

one to be righteous, such as he is and wishes himself to be considered. 3. to 

declare, pronounce, one to be just, righteous.

• This is remarkable because the Word shows us our guilt and it is 

unmistakable. 

• It is one thing to be declared not guilty for things you know you did, but it 

is quite another to be declared not guilty for things you know you are 

guilty of.

• All this is not because of how good we are – but on how good God is. 

3. How should our complete acceptance by God affect the way we view

ourselves?

• It should let us know that – no matter what we are loved. 

• We should have a confident (not arrogant) view of 

ourselves.

• We should be accepting of ourselves in Christ.

• We should see ourselves as ambassadors for Christ and 

willing to live up to who God says we are.
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4. The word redemption (v. 24) is borrowed from the slave market. It means “to buy
someone out of slavery.” From what types of slavery has Christ delivered us?

Redemption: 1. releasing effected by payment of ransom. 2. redemption, 

deliverance. 3. liberation procured by the payment of a ransom.

• The slavery of the  penalty of guilt and shame for the sins we’ve 

committed.

• The slavery of trying to make ourselves right with God.

• The slavery to the pleasures and power of sin.

• The slavery of living up to other’s expectations.

• The slavery of the fear of death – I know there’s eternal life after this one.

I am redeemed, bought with a price – Jesus paid it all and I owe, we owe 

Him all.

5. Animal sacrifices turned away God’s wrath from the sinnerWhy does

Christ’s death turn away God’s wrath from us?

Atonement/Propitiation 1. relating to an appeasing or expiating, having placating or 
expiating force, 2. a means of appeasing or expiating, 3.  the blood as the life of the 
victim, and that God by this sacrifice was appeased and their sins expiated.

• In the phrase “faith in his blood” (v. 25), the word blood refers to Christ’s death. It is 
His blood that atones – takes away God’s wrath against sins and sinners. 

• God not only demanded the sacrifice for sin but became the sacrifice through the 
incarnation. 

• The sacrifice/death of Jesus demonstrates the magnitude of God’s justice, love and 
grace.

• Jesus took my place and everyone here on the cross – Without Christ’s death we 
would all be lost. 
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6. How do the justice and grace of God meet at the cross (vv. 25 – 26)?

• Because He is perfectly just, God 
must demand full punishment for 
our sin. 

• But because He is also perfectly 
loving, he came to earth in Jesus 
Christ and took our punishment on 
himself.

• At the cross God’s justice and 
love intersect in perfect harmony.

7. How does boasting about ourselves betray a fundamental misunderstanding

of the gospel (vv. 27 – 31)?

Misunderstanding of the Gospel:

• There is no “I” in the Gospel. It is all about the Lord Jesus and what 

He has done for us. 

• The way God provides this righteousness is not by man’s working or 

paying for it, but that God gives it to him.

• This gift comes through Jesus Christ - His death upon the cross and 

the redemption that He wrought for us.
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How should we respond, emotionally and spiritually, to the fact that

Jesus experienced God’s wrath for us?

• Meditating on the cross should fill us with praise and thanks to the God 

who loves us and gave his only Son for us. 

• The Love of Jesus should have a profound effect on our attitude toward 

sin.

• We should be extremely grateful – and willing to give God our all in 

worship and obedience. 

• We  should  be happy and full of confidence in God and in His care for 

us.

8. In what ways might you feel or act differently if you more fully

grasped what Jesus has done for you?

Why We Feel Unacceptable 

• When we fail or sin against God. 

• When thoughts or reminders come up about my past. 

• When I see my own imperfections and weaknesses.

• When bad things happen to me or those I love – and I don’t understand.

How We Would Differently

• Joy and confidence – that all my sins are forgiven.

• Free from Condemnation – I have peace. 

• Knowledge that I can do all things through Christ – what I can’t He will.

• I would feel loved no matter what is going on in my life. 
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KEYS FOR LIVING

• The one thing that all people have in common is that we all are

sinners that are in desperate need of the righteousness that only
comes from God.

• We are made right with God not by the works we have done –
but by the Works of Jesus Christ. That ought to fill our hearts
minds and mouths with thanksgiving and praise.

• God’s righteous Justice and tender mercy are met perfectly
and fully at the Cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus’s blood upholds
God’s Law while also demonstrating His great love for us.


