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SRMBC Family Bible Study 
“I Can Only Imagine” - Discovering the Father’s Love 

September 26, 2018 

Reverend Thomas A. Keys, Pastor 

 

Week 4 – Imagine Going Home  John 14:1 – 4; 18, 23 

This week, we will finish our I Can Only imagine Bible Study. As with previous weeks, we will 

watch and discuss a short video, read through a passage of Scripture from one of the gospels 

and discuss what it means to return home to God.  

Group Discussion  

We all experience “Home” in different ways. What does home mean to you? Is it a place, a feeling, 

a relationship or a combination of things?   

   

Read John 14:1 – 4; 18, 23 

This week’s video is about 12 minutes, and then we’ll discuss.  EPISODE 4: Imagine Going 

Home. 

When Bart was struggling to find the words for one last song he came back to the words, “I can 

only imagine”  

1. Have you ever had a word, phrase, or scripture verse stay with you in a significant way? Why 

did it have such an influence on you?  

 

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 (NKJV)  

Think about the incredible stories of lives changed by Bart’s song. 

2. How do these stories encourage you? What do these stories about the God who changes 

hearts and lives?  

 

I. The Woman who was going to commit suicide  
• God sees us – where we are  
• God can use many things to get our attention 
• God is in Control  
• God loves us and will move heaven and earth to bring us to Jesus 

 

 

Home as a Place 

My current home – My sanctuary, place of 
peace and comfort 

• Philly – a familiar place not matter 
where I go it is special  

• Home as Relationship 
• My old friends and family who really 

know me and love me 

Home as a Feeling 

• I even think of Home as a feeling – the joy 
of getting an authentic Cheesesteak 

• I get a very special feeling when I go out 
on the old playgrounds/Basketball courts. 

• Seeing my old house where I grew up – 
along with my old schools  
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II. The Soldier at Ft. Hood 

• God uses us to impact people in ways we may not realize 

• God is concerned about the salvation of everyone 

• God’s Gospel is not limited – (time, place, people) 

• God uses our lives when we are committed to Him. 
 

3.  Can you recall a time when you longed for home in your life?  

 

• When I was in the Hospital (Especially dealing with the Hospital food). 

• When I was on vacation (No matter how good the vacation is  - there is no place like 

home). 

• When I was overseas in Desert Storm in Iraq – the US is the greatest pace to be 

 

For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,  if 

indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.  For we who are in this tent groan, 

being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be 

swallowed up by life. II Corinthians 5:2-4 (NKJV) 

In John 14, Jesus said that He has come to bring us Home. We have eternal Father, we have 

brothers and sisters in the Church and we feast at the table of God forever.  

4. How does this passage change the way you think about home and heaven and all your 

longings for a safe and never – ending place of love and acceptance?  

Key Points 

• I/We are not home yet – While this is a place of trouble – my heart doesn’t need to be 

troubled for I am going home. 

• Jesus has the authority of God the Father – We can trust Him and His promises. 

• Jesus is preparing a place in heaven just for me (PTL)  

• He will come back and take me to my new place – a place of Joy and Peace  

• We will be with Jesus – although I have never seen Him – O I want to see Him  

• In the meantime, whatever I need to make it in  this troubled world from “Home” I can ask 

of Jesus - now.  

5. Bart points out that once we are joined to Christ our eternal life has already begun How does 

this reality give you hope in your current challenges, trials and struggles?  

 

• Temporary Troubles (II Cor 2:17 – 18)  

 

• Permanent Presence (Matt 28 :20; Heb. 13:5 -6)  

 

• Fanatic Future  (John 14:1 – 3; Rev 22:1 – 5)  

 

• Real rewards  (Matt, 25:23, II Tim 4:8) 
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6. Bart says deep down, we want to believe there’s something more than just death. How have 

you sensed that throughout life?   

 

• When I graduated H.S. – Once I finished school - then what?  

• When first felt the conviction of sin – from really hearing the Gospel  

• After my very  1st hangover (There has got to be more…)  

• After my Dad died – that was the 1st close family member I lost and had me questioning 

everything.  

7. How does your faith in heaven and eternal life change the way you think, relate and life here 

and now?   

  

And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,  knowing that from the Lord 

you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ Colossians 3:23 – 24  

8. What is the hope of Heaven?  

  

• The Hope of A New Body. (1 Cor.15:50-54; 2 Cor.4:16-18; 2 Peter 1:13-15) 

• The Hope of Eternal Life (John 3:16; I Thess. 4; I John 5:11 – 13) 

• The Hope of Seeing Loved Ones  (I Thess. 4:13 – 14; Hebrews 12:1; Rev. 7:9)   

• The Hope of Seeing Jesus (John 14:1 – 3; I Pet 1:8) 

Prayer: 

Father, thank You for the many ways you have called us Home. Thank you for giving us Bart’s 

story of your work in his life so we can better see how you are working in our own lives. Help us 

to receive you as Father, experience forgiveness and redemption, and long to be at Home with 

you. Thank you for all these stories of change that we heard – and for all the stories you’re writing 

even now. In Christ, we pray. Amen.  

 

I. Hope Brings  A Holy Passion  

a. Inclusive Passion 

b. Invigorated Passion 

c. Incentivized Passion 

II. Hope Brings From A Heavenly 

Perspective (v. 24a)  

a. Focus Future Compensation  

b. Focus on Favorable 

Commendation 

c. Focus on a Fantastic 

Coronation 

III. Hope From A  Highest Purpose/Person 

(v. 24b) –  

a. Gravity of the (Lord)  

b. Gladness from of Gospel of 

Christ 

c. Gratitude From Grace of Christ 


