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SRMBC Family Bible Study 

Revelation - The Triumph of God 
May 1, 2019 

Reverend Thomas A. Keys, Pastor 

 

John wrote Revelation between A.D. 90 and 95 from his place of exile on Patmos Island. 

Tradition tells us that prior to his exile John left Israel to live in Ephesus, capital of the Roman 

province of Asia. The seven churches to whom this book is addressed were visited by a courier 

traveling on the circular road through modern Turkey. His letter described John’s vision of Christ 

as Lord of the churches (1:12-3:22), as the Lamb on the throne (5:1-14), as the liberating Word 

of God (19:11-16) and as the Leader in the new creation (21—22). This book is truly the 

Revelation of Jesus Christ (1:1). 

 

Date  Subject  Scripture 

5/1/2019  Lesson 1: An Illustrated Letter from Jesus Revelation 1 

5/8/2019  Lesson 2: Pardon My Speaking the Truth Revelation 2  

5/15/2019 Lesson 3: My Dear Compromised People Revelation 3 

5/22/2019 Lesson 4: Worship the All-Powerful Lamb Revelation 4 – 5  

5/29/2019 Lesson 5: The Beautiful Wrath of God Revelation 6 

6/5/2019  Lesson 6: Living Faithfully Through the Holocaust Revelation 7, 16 

6/12/2019  Lesson 7: Cheer Up! The Worst Is Yet to Come! Revelation 8 – 9  

6/19/2019  Lesson 8: The Last Word on Witness Revelation 10 - 11 

6/27/2019  Lesson 9: Conflict with the Accuser Revelation 12 – 13 

7/3/2019 Lesson 10: Doing Mission in Hard Times Revelation 14 – 15 

7/10/2019 Lesson 11: Tearing Down Strongholds Revelation 17 – 18 

7/17/2019  Lesson 12: Are You Going to the Wedding? Revelation 19 

7/24/2019 Lesson 13: The Last Battle Revelation 20 

7/31/2019  Lesson 14: God Dwelling with His People Revelation 21 – 22  

 

Revelation is quite possibly the most relevant book of the Bible for this moment in history. But 

how are we to understand this highly symbolic book? Since Revelation was meant to be read at 

one sitting (1:3), we do well to put aside the charts, sermons and films we have seen that claim 

to unravel its mysteries. It is better just to read it. 

 

John says, “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 

who hear it” (1:3). Look forward to this blessing as you study Revelation. 
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SRMBC Family Bible Study 

Revelation - The Triumph of God 
May 1, 2019 

Reverend Thomas A. Keys, Pastor 

Lesson 1: An Illustrated Letter from Jesus Revelation 1  

This book is written by a pastor who cares deeply for his Christian friends who were either being 

persecuted by a hostile society or seduced by a seemingly friendly one. From his exile on a nearby 

island he writes a letter filled with images that would awaken hope and confidence in God in tough 

situations. Best of all John the pastor gives them a vision of a personal visit, not of his own coming 

(which is not possible) but the coming Lord Jesus—the greatest hope of all. 

Group Discussion. From all you have read or experienced before opening Revelation, what 

images or pictures do you have of Jesus? 

The Baby Jesus  We rarely view Jesus as He is: 

Omnipotent, Omniscient & 

Omnipresent God Almighty Large 

and In-Charge 

The Suffering Jesus  

The Fictional Jesus 

The Non-Serious Jesus  

  

Read Revelation 1  

1. The word revelation means to bring to light what was formerly hidden, veiled and secret. Who 

and what will be unveiled by the revelation given to John (vv. 1-5)? 

 

I. God’s Plan:  vs. 1 – Things that must shortly take Place  

II. God’s Person:  vv.  4 – 5 - The Godhead   

a. He who was, and is to come (The Father)  

b. The Seven Spirits (Holy Spirit)   

c. Jesus Christ the Son - who died   

III. God’s Power/Purpose:  vs. 5 - His power to rule over all earthly kings and to forgive 

sins. 

Seven, the “perfect” number, is used to express the fullness of the Spirit. All three references in 

verse 5 should greatly encourage Christians struggling to be faithful: Jesus is faithful in witness, 

triumphant over death and ruler over all earthly rulers. 

There are at least three possible interpretations of the seven spirits of God. The first is that the 

seven spirits of God are symbolic of the Holy Spirit. The Bible, and especially the book of 

Revelation, uses the number 7 to refer to perfection and completion. If that is the meaning of the 

“seven” in the "seven spirits," then it is not referring to seven different spirits of God, but rather 

the perfect and complete Holy Spirit. The second view is that the seven spirits of God refer to 

seven angelic beings, possibly the seraphim or the cherubim. This would fit with the numerous 

others angelic beings that are described in the book of Revelation (Revelation 4:6-9; 5:6-14; 19:4-

5). 

 



Page 3 of 5 
 

A third possibility is based on Isaiah 11:2, which says, “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — 

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of 

knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.” This could possibly explain the seven spirits of God: (1) 

Spirit of the LORD, (2) Spirit of wisdom, (3) Spirit of understanding, (4) Spirit of counsel, (5) Spirit 

of power, (6) Spirit of knowledge, (7) Spirit of the fear of the Lord.  

The Bible doesn’t tell us specifically who/what the seven spirits are, but the first interpretation, 

that they are the Holy Spirit, seems the most likely. 

 

2. John states that we will be blessed if we hear his message and take it to heart (v. 3). In what 

ways do you think he expects us to take this message to heart? 

 

I. Comforts us in our Suffering  

a. Our Suffering is Passing  

b. Our Suffering is a Proof  

c. Our Suffering is Predicted  

II. Convicts us to Action  

a. To Proclamation   

b. To Sanctification  

c. To Expectation  

III. Confirms Our Salvation  

a. Victory over Sin/Satan 

b. Eternity in Heaven  

c. Surety in the Judgement 

 

3.  John presents a vision of Jesus as both coming (v. 7) and already and always here (v. 8). 

What would it be like to have only one of these two perspectives?  

 

• Most groups of believers have some persons who live mainly in the future, eagerly 

waiting for the return of Christ,  

• There are others who live a faith based primarily on what God has done in the past.  

• Each perspective needs the other, and we should encourage the interdependence of 

both the perspectives and the persons who hold them. 

Alpha (v. 8) is the first letter and Omega the last letter of the Greek alphabet. John’s vision 

balances the truth that Jesus begins and ends everything, yet is beyond time. 

4.  In what ways has a knowledge of Christ’s coming encouraged you in the midst of suffering? 

 

If we define suffering to include illness, loneliness, discouragement and frustration we 

will find this book speaks to our situations.  

 

• Illness – That Jesus is coming with Healing – even if we don’t recover He will be come 

for us with eternal life.  

• Loneliness - Jesus comes to me when no one else will. And He will be with us forever. 

• Discouragement – No matter how bad things get – I can be encouraged that Jesus is 

coming. 
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• Frustration – No matter how frustrated my plans or how much it seems Satan’s plan is 

succeeding God’s Plan in Christ will prevail.  

 

5. Why are the circumstances of John’s receiving the revelation especially encouraging (vv. 9-

11)?  

• No matter where we are or what we are going through, Jesus can get us. 

• Although He is All-powerful, He is our friend and we need not be in fear.  

• God can still use us – not matter our age location or state.  

• Jesus’ Love and Mercy is trustworthy and Faithful.  

• Despite what things look like – God has a plan.  

• God will guide us to the glorious future that He has planned for us.  

6. John pictures the seven churches as seven golden lampstands (to hold oil lamps, v. 12, 19). 

What does this tell us about the function of the churches? 

 

• The Church is to be light of the Gospel to a dark and dying world. 

• The Church is to be empowered by the oil/power of the Holy Spirit to do the Work of the 

Lord.  

• Churches are to follow the lead of the Under-shepherds (seven stars) as they follow 

Christ.  

• Churches/Christians who fail to embrace or fulfill their mission will lose their place and/or 

assignment in God’s Kingdom. 

One of our ambassadors to a foreign country said, “You have invited me to tell you about the 

duties of an ambassador. Let me begin by telling you first of the embassy, the place where we 

live. The embassy is a little spot of America set down in an alien land. Inside the embassy the 

laws of our own country are supreme. We celebrate Christmas, Thanksgiving, and the Fourth of 

July. Outside, it is different. We celebrate none of these. Let me repeat, the embassy is a little 

spot of America in an alien land.” 

Church should be a little spot of Heaven in an alien land. 

7. Which images impress you most with the magnificence of Jesus, and why (vv. 13-16)? 

Image of Jesus  Scripture Reference  

“a son of man” Daniel 7:13 (NKJV) 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son 
of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they 
brought Him near before Him.  

white head and hair Daniel 7:9 (NKJV) 9 “I watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days 
was seated; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure 
wool. His throne was a fiery flame, Its wheels a burning fire; 

“eyes . . . like blazing 
fire” 
“feet like bronze 
glowing” 

Daniel 10:6 (NKJV) 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning, 
his eyes like torches of fire, his arms and feet like burnished bronze in color, and the 
sound of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

a voice like rushing water Ezekiel 1:24 (NKJV) 24 When they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of 
many waters, like the voice of the Almighty, a tumult like the noise of an army; and 
when they stood still, they let down their wings. 
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a long robe with a golden 
sash 

Exodus 28:4 (NKJV) 4 And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate, 
an ephod, a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a turban, and a sash. 

Exodus 39:29 (NKJV) 29 and a sash of fine woven linen with blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, made by a weaver, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

His face was like the sun” Judges 5:31 (NKJV) 31 “Thus let all Your enemies perish, O Lord! But let those who love 
Him be like the sun When it comes out in full strength.” So, the land had rest for forty 
years. 

“out of his mouth a 
double-edged sword”   

Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

 

8. How would Jesus’ words encourage John not to be fearful in his presence (vv. 17-18)? How 

would this vision of Jesus give heart to churches facing a sinful and hostile world? 

All four self-descriptions of Jesus in verses 17 and 18 are designed to overcome John’s fear. They 

all focus on Jesus’ power over death: 

 

• “the First and the Last,”  

• “the Living One,”  

• “I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever,”  

• “I hold the keys of death and Hades.” 

 

Jesus reassures John about why he should not be afraid in His presence - Our Lord’s desire that 

we overcome our natural fear of Him 

 

A recently licensed pilot was flying his private plane in a cloudy day. He was not very experienced 

in instrument landing. When the control tower was to bring him in, he began to get panicky. Then 

a stern voice came over the radio, “You just obey instructions, we’ll take care of the obstructions.” 

 

Ask God to enlarge your vision of Jesus.  

 

Keys For Living 

  

While Jesus is correctly viewed as a gentle and loving Savior, we also need to see Him as the 

Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Holy and Majestic God.    

 

For the believer, the coming of Christ is something to look forward to that should spur us to action 

- not complacency.   

 

Although none of us are worthy to be in the presence of the Lord, it is the knowledge that Jesus 

is ever-present that assures and comforts us in the midst of trouble/suffering.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69

