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SRMBC Family Bible Study 

Worship – Discovering What Scripture Says 
January 16, 2019 

Reverend Thomas A. Keys, Pastor 

 

Lesson 2: For Keeps Exodus 24:1 – 11   

Why do we gather as Christians to worship God? What motivates us to meet, and to what end? 

What do our rituals—such as Scripture reading, baptism and Communion—mean? Are we just 

going through the motions, performing empty rituals? It may sometimes feel that way, but when 

we connect our corporate worship practices to the Lord’s meeting with Moses and the elders of 

Israel on Mount Sinai, our worship can take on a whole new dimension. 

Group Discussion. What is your favorite part of corporate worship? When you participate in 

corporate worship services, what helps you remember why you are there? 

Glory  - “Oh My Lord” 

As they prepare themselves for the following day’s battle, the soldiers of the 54th Regiment MA 

Vol Inf. (One of the first all-black regiments in the Union Army) gather around the campfire and 

sing praises to God. 

• Why do think the soldiers thought it was important to gather together for worship before 

the Battle?   

• What is your favorite part of their corporate worship? What similarities or differences do 

you see in comparison to our worship?  

• What is your favorite part of corporate worship? what helps you remember why you are 

there? 

Biblical worship is centered on God’s deliverance as demonstrated in concrete events. In the Old 

Testament, the great saving event was the rescue of the Israelites from over four hundred years 

of slavery, after which God established a covenant with them. 

Read Exodus 24:1 – 11 

1. This passage could be divided into three parts: before the covenant is ratified, ratifying the 

covenant and celebrating the covenant. Throughout this passage, what actions (explicit or 

implicit) do you see the Lord taking? 

• The Lord Calls/Invites His People Closer To Him 

• The Lord Identifies His Leader And His People (Organizes – Sets Things In Order) 

• The Lord Gave His Way And Laws – For Our Benefit 

• The Lord Graciously Came Near To His People  

• The Lord Protected And Provided For His People  

• The Lord Accepted Their Praise/Worship And Their Promise 

2. What actions do the people (including Moses and the other leaders) take? 
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• Moses answers/obeys the Lord 

• They read, hear and make a declaration of faith and obedience to the Lord  

• The leadership follow Moses and God to the mountain of God   

• The people willingly come close to the Lord 

• They willingly made sacrifices and worship to the Lord  

• They came together on one accord expressing obedience to the Lord  

• They ate and drank together – in the Presence of the Lord 

3. What do you notice about the people’s and Moses’ response to God’s words? 

• There was no questioning or debate –Moses Heard God Word and Wrote Down Spoke 

Exactly What the Lord Said - Not His Own Opinion  

• The People Together Confessed and Professed Obedience to The Word  

• The Word Moved Moses And the People in God’s Direction – with reverence and fear 

(especially in the presence of a burning fiery mountain).  

• The people with one another with Joy in the presence of the Lord  

 

Practical Point 

In Worship We understand the that the Word Comes from God (Ex 19:10 – 20; Cf. Heb. 12:18 

- 25) 

 

4. What role does the Book of the Covenant play in this meeting? 

 

• The Book of The Covenant – The Word of God: An Authoritative Word from The Living 

God Of Heaven  

• The Word of God Is Central to The Worship of God from The People  

• The Word Tells Us What Is Behavior in Worship Is Acceptable and Unacceptable To God.  

• The Word Is What God’s People Need to Hear and Abide In And Obey In Our Covenant 

Relationship With Him.  

John 4:24:  “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (As Jesus/God  

is fully revealed in His Word)  

An unknown writer said, “This Book is the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the 

doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding; 

its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, 

practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. 

It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the 

Christian’s character. Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. 

It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. 

It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.” 

 

5. In Exodus 12, God instructs the Israelites to put the blood of a sacrificed lamb on their 

doorframes so they will be protected from the plague that kills the firstborn. Where and when 

is the blood sprinkled in this gathering, and what do you think these actions signify? 
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• Blood is sprinkled on the altar, symbolizing God’s forgiveness and acceptance of the 

sacrifice. 

 

• Blood is sprinkled on the people, signifying they have been bound to God with their 

oath of obedience. 

 

Jesus uses a similar phrase in Mark 14:24, except that he says, “This is my blood of the 

covenant”  

 

Exodus 24:8 foreshadows the blood of the covenant that binds all to the Lord twho put their 

faith in Jesus as their Savior. 

 

6. Why do you think the leaders of Israel eat and drink in the presence of God after the covenant 

is formed (v. 11)? 

• In OT, two parties who made a covenant often celebrated their alliance with a “covenantal 

meal” (see Gen 26:30; 31:54). 

• Sharing a meal together is an expression of fellowship – one with another and with The 

Lord. 

• This meal possibly foreshadows the Lord’s Supper that we celebrate in worship to 

remember Jesus’ sacrifice that sealed God’s covenant with us. 

Isaac and Abimelech – Gen 26:30 – 31 So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31 Then they arose early 

in the morning and swore an oath with one another; and Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in peace. 

Jacob and Laban -  Gen 31:54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his brethren to eat bread. 

And they ate bread and stayed all night on the mountain 

7. What has God communicated to his people through this entire event? 

• God is saying he is serious about this relationship.  

• He rescued His people (us) from slavery for a purpose 

o to be in a covenant relationship with them.  

o To be a witness and light to all the nations. 

o a relationship “for keeps.” for all eternity. 

Practical Points:  

• This OT ceremony is a model for what we do every time we gather together for  worship. 

• While the Exodus was the greatest OT act of God’s salvation, In the NT we celebrate the 

greatest act of God’s salvation ever in the gift of Jesus. 

• How would worshiping with others be different if you entered each time believing that God 

had called you together to make a renewal of his vows to you and yours to him? 

 

8. How would worshiping with others be different if you entered each time believing that God had 

called you together to make a renewal of Him vows to you and yours to Him? 

Element of Service Effect/Reflections 

Praise and Worship Thinking about How good God has been to me/us in church. 
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Call to Worship  Reflect on the fact that we the people of God – are talking and 

re-dedicating our worship to Him. 

Welcome  We welcome the Spirit of God in our midst greet one another 

as God’s Family – and invite visitors to join us.  

Announcements/Pastoral Remarks We hear what God is doing in us, for us and around us.  To join 

with the Pastor in praise to Our God 

Offering  Celebrate the Honor and Privilege of giving back to One who 

needs nothing and have given everything to me/us. 

Hymn of Praise   Join with our Choir and Congregation and the Angels in Heaven 

in singing to the God. 

Scripture Reading  God reminding us again of His Love, His Majesty and the 

Precious Promise of Jesus Christ.  

Altar Prayer  We get to come together to offer ourselves again to God and 

present our requests to Him  

Sermonic Selection Giving our full attention participation in the music to allow God 

to bless us with His Presence and preparation of hearing His 

Word.    

Sermon Really approach the Sermon as the God who is Almighty has a 

personalized message for me. 

Invitation to Discipleship  To pray and participate in God bringing a lost soul to the 

salvation we also enjoy in Christ. 

Benediction To receive God’s blessing for the day and week and share the 

excitement of worship time with others. 

 

Spend some time thanking God for how he meets you in corporate worship. 

Pray for your worship service—that it would be a place where 

everyone gathered experiences a renewal of their relationship with God. 

 

Keys for Living 

  

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord, we are in a never-ending covenant relationship. Reflecting on our 

relationship with God is the fuel for our worship.  

 

Our faith in the Word and the filling of the Spirit of God sets us apart as kings and priests – created 

and set apart to offer praise and thanksgiving to Him.  

 

As we commit to attend and participate in corporate worship we glorify God and edify one another.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&biw=1120&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2QI3CWUIKQDiM:&imgrefurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/2719/10-keys-to-success-in-anything/&docid=92c-5P1St3qCqM&imgurl=http://beverlyspeaks.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/keytosuccess.jpg&w=800&h=600&ei=2Cl4UZatK5bj4APS74HgCA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:33,s:0,i:260&iact=rc&dur=687&page=3&tbnh=177&tbnw=199&start=32&ndsp=19&tx=84&ty=69

